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and severe actions took place at Dharmtika and Raha,
involving heavy losses on both sides ; at the latter
place the Ahoms being severely beaten. A few years
later, namely in 1615, the Moghul governor of Bengal
despatched Aba Bakr with a force of 10,000 troops
and 400 ships against the Ahom king. These arrived
in due time at Hajo, a few miles from the river on its
north bank and opposite Gauhati without opposition ;
and making Hajo their base they advanced to meet
their enemies on the Bharali river. After a stiff
encounter Aba Bakr was victorious ; but failing to
reap the full advantage of his success by pursuing
vigorously, the Ahom king was able to send up large
reinforcements. The battle was renewed, Aba Bakr
killed, and his force driven back on Hajo. Here the
Ahoms were joined by various petty Rajas and their
following, all anxious to be rid of the Mahomedan
invaders. These managed to capture the Moghul
position at Pandoo,near Gauhati, while the main Ahom
army was hemming in the Moghuls at Hajo. After
six weeks a battle was brought on by the Ahoms,
ending in the complete discomfiture of the invaders
and their dispersal with heavy loss ; the latter includ-
ing many horses, cannon, and cattle, which fell into
the victors hands. Twenty years later the Maho-
medans were again at Hajo with the friendly con-
nivance of the Kocches, and as their presence caused
continual friction in this part of the country, the
Ahom king, Pratap Sing, was induced to declare war
on them ; when, after defeating them at Niubihan
he invested Hajo. In other parts of the district,
namely, at Pandoo and Srighat, Ahom troops were
not so successful; but more men and ships arriving,
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